[Radioautographic study of the cell proliferation of the pigment epithelium of the retina in albino clawed frogs].
The proliferative activity of pigment epithelium was studied by means of 3H-thymidine autoradiography after the removal of retina, lens and iris with the ciliary-terminal zone in the adults. The cell population of pigment epithelium was shown to be heterogeneous on the level of proliferative activity. A low level of proliferation is characteristic of the cells of epithelial monolayer and the cells leaving it and forming aggregates. An intensive local proliferation leading to the formation of expansions was found in the pigment epithelium layer in 7% of cases. On the 20th day after the operation, the index of labelled nuclei in the expansions amounted to 43.4--59.3% and the mitotic index to 1.4--2.1%. On the 75th day elements of atypical retinal differentiation, besides the high proliferative activity, were observed in one expansion.